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Quick facts about gold mining: 

• A single gold ring leaves in its wake, on average, 20 tons of mine waste.1 
 

• Cyanide and other deadly toxic chemicals are used to separate gold from waste rock.  The 
average large gold mine uses over 1,900 tons of cyanide per year.2  A rice grain-sized 
dose of cyanide can be fatal to humans and even smaller amounts can be fatal to fish.3 
 

• Metal mining was the number one toxic polluter in the United States in 2008, responsible 
for more than 25 percent of all reported toxic releases.4 
 

• In 2008, metal mining released approximately 80 percent of arsenic releases, 89 percent 
of mercury releases, and 86 percent of lead releases in the U.S.5   

 
• Open-pit gold mines obliterate the landscape, opening up vast craters and flattening 

mountaintops.  Open-pits gold mines are enormous.  The world's largest open pit, the 
Bingham Canyon mine in Utah, is visible to astronauts from outer space.6 
 

• Gold mining can be dangerous for workers.  Mining represents a tiny fraction of the 
global workforce, but is responsible for approximately 3 percent of work deaths globally, 
or about 30 deaths a day.7  
 

• Gold mining uses a lot of water.  The average gold mine uses enough water to provide the 
basic water needs for a population equivalent to that of a large U.S. city for a year. 8   
 

• Gold mining uses lots of electricity produced by burning coal and other fossil fuels, 
which causes air pollution, including smog, and emits greenhouse gases.  The average 
gold mine uses the same amount of electricity generated in the entire state of Rhode 
Island.9  The expanded Olympic Dam copper-uranium-gold mine in Australia will need 
half of South Australia’s current electricity supply to operate.10 

 
• Gold mining destroys wildlife habitat and important ecosystems and biodiversity. Over a 

quarter of active mines and exploration sites globally are in or near parks, refuges, and 
other protected natural areas.11 
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